
Sunday school – the first 20 years... 

The Forbury Mission began in 1902 with a Sunday school for children, church services for 
adults followed in December. Lists of children who attended Sunday school over the years 
do not exist. Details from church records however indicate how significant the provision of 
religious education was for both the development of the church and its participants. 

In his 1907 report to the St Peter’s annual meeting, Rev Woodhouse commented, In the 
Sunday school I am very thankful for the good help of 13 teachers and two librarians, while I 
cannot speak too highly of the good work of our Superintendent, Mr JL Thompson. The 
average attendance of children is now about 100. Financial records showed that the Sunday 
school receipts of £46.2.2 exceeded the Mission receipts of £43.7.7. Moreover, the children 
hope to raise the few pounds still required to pay off the new section (which is costing £86) 
by a concert on July 24th, while the ladies are talking of a Summer Sale for raising funds 
towards putting up a School Building at some future date. The Sunday school was meeting in 
the St Kilda Town Hall at this time and the concert went ahead as planned. 

Evening Star 25 July 1907 p6 c7 
St Kilda Anglican Church 
A concert in aid of the St Kilda Church of England site and building fund 
was held in the South Dunedin Town Hall last evening. The principal 
feature of the entertainment was the performance by the children of the 
fairy play ‘Cinderella.’ The concert was opened by Mr Briggs’s string 
band. The others who contributed to a good programme were the choir 
boys of St Peter’s Church, the Masters Ferguson, Mr Vickery, and Mr 
Wyinks, the latter amazing the audience with his conjuring tricks. During 
an interval the Rev EL Woodhouse thanked all those who had assisted to 
make the concert a success, and specially thanked Messrs Brown, 
Luscombe, and Vickery for their valuable aid. 

The following year, Rev Woodhouse reported that the average attendance was about 100, 
with over 130 on the roll. In line with common practice of the time (and for many years 
afterwards) the Sunday school superintendent was a male, John Lawrence Thompson, and 
the teachers were predominantly female. In June 1908, the teachers were Mesdames 
Brown, Luscombe and Sims and Misses Hawley, Woodhouse, Pearce, D Sims, Chapman, 
Clark, Thompson, A Hastings, Stokes and Brown. 

 



 

The single sheet of double sided paper shown on this page and the following page is 
held at Holy Cross. There is no indication of its source. 



 



The sudden death of John Lawrence Thompson in March 1911 did not seem to affect 
Sunday school activities too adversely and Henry Luscombe became the superintendent. 

Evening Star 27 July 1911 p3 c2 
Church of England, St Kilda 
The concert given on Monday evening by the teachers and scholars of 
the St Kilda Church of England Mission Sunday School, assisted by local 
talent, was so well attended, despite the cold weather and the change of 
date, as to crowd the hall. Miss G Stoneham, who acted as accompanist, 
provided, with the help of a friend, a couple of musical selections that 
were much appreciated. The children’s play, ‘In Santa Claus Land,’ 
deserves special mention, for Miss Sims had the little ones well trained, 
and each was called before the curtain. ‘The Cuckoo Concert’ was also 
well received. The children taking part, guided by Miss Sims, were 
dressed to represent birds, and the singing was very nice. The duet ‘Irish 
Justice’ was of the burlesque order, full of fun. Other items were a 
recitation by Miss Heather Smith and a song by Mr JC Cameron, both 
encored. 

Evening Star 23 May 1912 p7 c5 
The annual concert in aid of the St Kilda Church of England Sunday 
school funds was held last evening in the Coronation Hall. The concert 
was well patronised, there being close on 400 people present. 
A lengthy programme was submitted, opening with 12 items by the 
Sunday school children. This part of the evening’s entertainment was 
contributed to by Misses L Findlay, R Blanchfield, Gilmore, Otto, J and M 
Leslie, M Stoneham, G Gilmour, D Beck and Masters Brown, Kettle, 
McNaughton, H Luscombe, L Rasmussen, and G Stoneham. Part 1 
concluded with Ebenezer’s farcical comedy ‘The Quack Doctor.’ The 
parts of Dr Mulligan, Andy Handy, and Mary (lady attendant) were 
taken respectively by Mr H Luscombe, Mr J McConnell, and Mrs H 
Luscombe. The patients were Mr AR Jackson, Mr FR Brown, Miss Annie 
Hastings, and Master E Stoneham. The comical situations of the piece 
were very well done, and evoked hearty laughter from the audience. 
Miss Gladys Stoneham opened part 2 of the programme with a 
pianoforte solo. Mr T McCrorie and Miss M Lemon each contributed a 
song. Miss I Aslin rendered a dramatic recitation, and Mr D Fitzpatrick 
contributed a cornet solo. All of the items were heartily received. 
The entertainment concluded with a one-act comedy entitled ‘My Lord in 
Livery.’ Mr C Higginson took the name part, and was well supported by 



Mr J Fancourt as Hopkins, Mr T Taylor as Spiggott, Miss L Gallaher as 
Laura, Miss N Marryatt as Rose, and Miss E Simpson as Sybil. 
The concert was a success in every way, and the Sunday school funds will 
benefit to an appreciable extent. 

The opening of the church only boosted attendance at Sunday school and by August 1913, 
the school had broken into two sections, held in the morning and afternoon. 

Church Envoy, vol i no 2, 1 Feb 1914 p11 under St Mary’s Orphanage 
news 
Early in the month came an invitation from Mrs Luscombe and Miss 
Hart, on behalf of the Sunday School children of Holy Cross, St Kilda, 
asking us to a Christmas Tree; the children played together, had tea, and 
were shown the tree. They were, of course, very delighted: and we 
brought home a very happy toy-laden band. The bigger girls were much 
pleased with their handkerchiefs, etc, and some of the little ones’ dolls 
are still alive, in spite of much care and attention from their owners. 

An undated handwritten article in St Peter’s records headed Holy Cross Report and signed 
by Harry Luscombe (superintendent) seems to come from March 1915. 

In presenting the annual report, I have much pleasure in stating that the 
Sunday school is in a flourishing condition. The morning school has been 
closed, now meeting in the afternoon which has shown a decided increase in 
the attendance of infants. If the attendance increases as it has down within 
the last year, it will necessitate more room being provided. ...  
Since the Resignation of Rev RG Coates, the Bible Class has been taken over 
by the Assistant Curate [Rev Canter], with a membership of 25. We have lost 
two teachers, namely Miss Audrey Hastings and Miss Tyson; one of the 
vacancies has been filled by an ex-teacher Mrs Salter [Lawrence and Kate 
Thompson’s daughter]. The stamp system has been abolished in the Sunday 
school, but given to Children who attend morning services and it is gratifying 
to note the large number of children present at the Eucharist. 
Three of our boys sat for the annual Examination and did credit to themselves 
and their teacher. Teachers’ classes are being held weekly by the vicar 
[Rev Mortimer] and the teachers find it a great help. Thanks are due to Mrs 
Mortimer for taking the Bible Class until the appointment of the assistant 
Curate and the teachers I heartily thank for their devotion and service. ... 

The church could not provide sufficient facilities for the Sunday school and Holy Cross was 
regularly paying 2/6 per week for a room in the St Kilda Town Hall. Douglas Harris Hastings 
tried to emphasise the severity of the situation in the following report:  



Church Envoy vol iv no 1, 15 Jan 1917 p24  
A special meeting of parishioners was held in Holy Cross Chapel on 
December 12, but few attended. The object was to get the consent of 
parishioners to the diversion of money raised at the Holy Cross Guild 
Sale some two years ago from the reduction of the debt on the Chapel to 
the building of a schoolroom on the section at St Kilda. This was carried 
without opposition. 
Sunday School restoration and building seems to be the order of the day. 
But we are badly needing accommodation for our children. At present 
we are paying rent in three places for halls for Sunday School work, and 
this must not go on if we can possibly prevent it. We do want room for 
just over 500 children! 

By 1917, Andrew Wilson was the Sunday school superintendent and he was more succinct in 
his annual report to St Peter’s in March. 

I have the honour to report that there are 143 on the roll at Holy Cross 
and between 50 and 60 infants at the Town Hall under Miss Hastings. 
The following have been promoted from last year’s Catechism; Messrs. 
Wyatt and Dickie and Misses Hodges (2), Moore, Jacobson, Anderson 
and Sturgeon and are proving a great help. 
“The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few” aptly describes the 
position at Holy Cross. New scholars are steadily coming forward, but we 
still regret the absence of sufficient teachers to properly cope with the 
work. Results are daily negative on account of the large classes. At least 
four Senior Teachers are urgently required. I strongly recommend this 
matter to the Council of men at this end for their earnest consideration. 
John Joyce has been in ill health for some time. We regret his absence 
from the Teaching Staff and hope for a speedy and complete recovery. 
I am sorry I have not the pleasure of announcing the laying of the 
Foundation Stone for the Infant Classroom. 
The teachers are to be congratulated on their attendance and devotion 
to duty during the year.  

An infants’ schoolroom was finally opened beside the church in September 1917, on the 
same day as the induction of Rev Wingfield. The funds came from the Ladies’ Guild. It still 
was not big enough, however. In the 1918 annual report, it was noted that the Sunday 
School had continued to grow, with over 300 students and senior classes meeting in the St 
Kilda Town Hall. 

On Saturday, 9 February 1918, Holy Cross staged a picnic for its Sunday School students at 
Woodhaugh Gardens. The group of 166 children, parents and teachers were transported 



from the church in three special cars for an afternoon of games and refreshments. The 
event was even more popular the following year.  

Church Envoy, vol vi no 4, 15 April 1919 p98 
The annual Sunday School picnic was held at Woodhaugh Gardens on 
March 8th. Two hundred and thirty-five children assembled at the church 
and it was anticipated that there would be a considerable increase in 
attendance on last year’s total by the time all had arrived at the grounds, 
the majority of the parents coming by ordinary cars about noon. This 
proved to be the case, the Holy Cross picnic being by far the largest of the 
five picnics held the same day at Woodhaugh. Special cars conveyed the 
scholars to and from the grounds without a hitch. 
As soon as the hampers were unpacked, cordials and buns were served to 
the children and very much enjoyed. Games were indulged in till lunch 
time, and the hampers were found to contain such good and plentiful 
cheer that quite an hour was taken up in “resting a while.” More games 
and a heavy programme of races kept everyone busy as far as the 
teachers were concerned, and happy and interested from the scholars’ 
standpoint. A rather amusing incident and one which speaks volumes for 
the popularity of the picnic, was the fact that two of the races were won 
by scholars from other picnics and had to be rerun. The teachers had a 
very strenuous time, and it is entirely due to their whole-hearted energy 
and enthusiasm that the picnic was so thoroughly enjoyed by the scholars. 
The Vicar and superintendent have assurance from many quarters to this 
effect. Tea and a short address by the Vicar brought the proceedings to a 
close. 

For the first time, a list of Sunday School prizewinners was given from 1919. 

Church Envoy, vol vii no 1, 15 Jan 1920 p17 
The annual Sunday-school prize distribution was held on the afternoon 
of the Sunday before Christmas, the Vicar officiating, when in addition to 
the children there was a large attendance of parents and others 
interested in the Sunday-school work, which is so well carried out by the 
superintendent (Mr A Wilson) and his staff of teachers. The following 
were the principal prize-winners:-  
Girls: N Suter, J Hobbs, S Lenz, D Stallard, M Hall, L Nelson, P Stuart, P 
Jack, H Lackey, I Buddicomb, S Jacobsen, J Skinner, G Gallagher, T 
Amouri, G Orr, R Stevenson, R Hobbs, E Dunning, G Whitter, A Pullar, A 
Gallagher, R Seddon, A Wilson, A Aitkin. Boys: B Wingfield, A Skiels, E 
Fish, A Priest, J Scott, W Stuart, D Gain, J Skinner, O Dickie, A Hodges, R 



Stanton, H Skiels, T Slowley, D Gallagher, E McConnell, Chris Pope, A 
Hodges, C Stoneham, L Buddicomb, C Bolt, C Pitts. Fifty infants’ prizes 
were also awarded. The Stoneham Memorial examination resulted as 
follows: M Morrissey; Clem Pitts. 

Looking at church records, eleven out of the 24 girls and twelve out of the 21 boys went on 
to be confirmed at Holy Cross between 1921 and 1925. Seven of them were married at Holy 
Cross, including the marriage of Alma Pullar and David Gain in March 1937. 

The Stoneham Memorial Prizes honoured the memory of Eric Stoneham who was killed in 
World War One. For many years, they were donated by Mrs A Martin who also came to 
donate the Buchanan Prize in honour of her mother, Mary Lane Buchanan who died in June 
1923 and had been a Holy Cross parishioner. 

Initially in 1920, Holy Cross paid St Kilda Borough Council a weekly rent of two shillings and 
sixpence for a small hall. This rose to five shillings in July when Sunday school was shifted to 
the Coronation Hall, on the provision that the children are to be kept off the stage of the 
hall.  

Church Envoy, vol vii no 9, 1 Sept 1920 p160 
The Vicar announced that the Sunday-school would be held in future in 
the St Kilda Coronation Hall.… This will be a distinct improvement from 
every point of view, as the church was too small for the purpose, and 
also with the best supervision there was the danger of more or less 
damage being done to the fittings, and perhaps what is of more 
importance, the children would learn to respect the church more. 

Some Sunday school classes met in Coronation Hall till 1929, when all classes were finally 
transferred to Holy Cross grounds. 
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